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Suicide is allowed by the shusters, in tlic
ease of Hindoo widows, of devotees renoun-
cing their lives on the Ganges ; and I should
think, by the following striking passage, this
permission might be very widely .extended.
" A mansion, with bones for its rafters and
beams, with nerves for its cords, with mus-
cles and blood for mortar, with skin for its
outward covering, filled, with no sweet per-
fume, but loaded with feces and urine: A
mansion, infested with sickness and sorrow,
the seat of malady, haunted with the quali-
ty of darkness, incapable of standing long;
such a mansion of the vital soul, let its oc-
cupier always cheerfully quit/5 Among
women, and sick or old persons, this crime
is very frequent.

As there is nothing in the climate or dis-
position of the natives which cam account
for the frequency of suicide, we can only
attribute it to the influence of such doctrines